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NEW YORK, March 14— Tens of thousands of 
students walked out across the United Sats in a 
‘atlontsde call for gun contol after 17 students 
and staff members were kiled ast month in yet a 
‘ther mass schol shooting, this Ume in Parkland, 
Florida We salute these student courage in com- 
roming the capitalist bosses! urter daregard for 
theives of young working-class people 

is essential to recognize, however, that the 
latest ant-qun campaign 1s being orchestrated by 
eras in the ruling class. Esteme alienation and 
ami-worker violence are Integral feanures of the 
Bosses” prot system. Only a communist resolu- 
tinn can puta stop to them 

The liberals’ job Is wo channel workers’ natu- 
sal horror at mass shootings Into an embrace af 


the Democratie Party. Thats the same Democratie 
arty that has been led by sorne of the biggest mass 
murderers In modern times, from Lyndon Johnson 
to BiN Clinton to Barack Obama. 


in New York Clty, the racist, anti-student teach- 
ers union and the tact, anstadent schools 
‘chancellor collaborated seamlessly In an atiempt 
to contral the walkout. Bur youth anger Is sub- 
‘tanta and hard to contaln--and the ruling class 
Tears that anger, especially among Black and Latin 
Student. Coning out of months and years of po- 
Teal education and base-bullding, a number of 


“Young people in New York In and around Progres- 
Sve Labor Party (PLP) were able 1o take thelr pro- 
Test beyond the stage-managed and censored lin 
its imposed by local education bosses 

Puble schools are an important part af the rul- 
ers sate apparatus They are designed 10 repress 
Students’ anger at capitalism. and to build patriot. 
Ibm to induce young workers to kill thelr class sis- 
ters and brothers in the nex giobal conflict. AI the 
March 14 walkout, however, nits were pushed. 


At one school, students refused to follow the 
directions ser by the administration. whlch rested 
the protest Uke a fe dril. Instead, the students 
marched to Brookiyn Borough Hali to join hun 
dreds of her protestors. 

They beld signs that read "NRAKKK" and 

$08: End Gun Vilence In Schools, Overseas & an 
Streets,” polaning to the racist, Imperialist natu of 
the whole capitalist system, 

At another school where recent protests have 
been harshly eriticized, with participants threat 
ened for engaging in silent sirins and wearing 
political stekers, students secretly organized a 
‘walt of hundreds. The administration, who pre- 
Sumed that the student bady would have no inter 
estin it, wasshocked. The racist kea tha Black and 
Latin students don care about societal issues -or 
are being “manipulated” by adults to at because 
they eunt possibly thnk for themselves--must al 


ways be exposed and confronted. 

At yet another schoo, so many students walked 
u that they filed multiple sireeni. These students 
coordinated with those fom othe schools in the 
same schoo! bulding to organize the walkout in 
Spite of the Department of Educationis continued 
tempts ro divide them. 


The following day, 0 students organized a pro- 
test at am ATAT store across the street after disc 
ering thar a racist worker there had videotaped the 
previous day walkout while calling the protestors 
monkeys" These students quickly responded by 
puting outa leaflet and calling on ATAT to fire this 
Facist After parents joined hed protest in outraged 
falletolocal elected fills and AT&T bigwigs the 
‘worker was indeed fired. 

As a revolutionary communist pariy, PLP is 
tasked wih Joining the top-down reform "move: 
ments” the ruling class seeks to launch and contral 
And then to lead workers and youth to break out of 
the box of dead-end electoral "solutions" present 
ed by capitalist misleaders. Modest but significant 
progress along these Iines is being achieved among 
Anti 'sexist wotkers and youth activated Ia the Me 

The Sanday afler the March 14 walkout, 
more than 50 New York-area members and friends 
Sf PLP attended vigorous conference on capial 
Isteducation that brought together parents, youth, 
and educators. (See next se for detalls) 

Another national walkout has been planned 
for Saturday, March 24. PLP will continue to ht 
alongside students, workers, and parents and ir- 
fuse communist polities inthe struggle 

In 1930, when the communist movement in 
China appeared to some abe oo smali to make a 
diference, the communist revolutionary Mao Tse 
Tung referred to a aditional Chinese saying "A 
single spark can start a prairie fie” This week we 
Saw a few sparks 
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OUR FIGHT 


Tariff fight prelude for war and fascism 
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The march toward World War IIL has acceler- 
stad with U.S: president Donald Trumps announced 
plans to Impose tarifle- tases om imports—on steel 
and aluminum. The US. bosses publie disagreement 
over Trumpi plan reflects the disorder in thelr ranks. 
a weakness hat nits thelr ability to curb the rise of 
China, thelr main imperialist rival. More than likly, 
‘this weakness will also lead to more Intense fasclsm-— 
for both the rulers and the working class-on the road 
toa broader global conflet 

While the capitalist media worldwide criticized 
‘the tarifs and warned of the possibly ofa new trade 
war, history has shown that wade wars are constant 
And inevitable under caplıadiam— and that they serve 
asa prelude to world wat The Progressive Labar Party 
‘allsupon ali workesto be ready to narn iner imperi- 
alist wars ineo communist revolution: Understanding 
Paw the bosses” system works is necessary to defend 


our class against fascist anaes and to prepare wari 
ers tor revolution. 


Disorder in U.S. ruling class 

Most af the maln-wing U.S. bosses, representing 
finance capia, fret that Trumps aif, along with his 
pullout fromm the Trans Palle Parmership (EPP) and 
his thea 1o renegotiate NAFTA, wil isolate the US. 
on the world stage, While the proposed taritis would 
actually hure U.S. tles more than China, Trump has 
focused on the "national securiry threat” posed by 
China's low-priced, stane-subsidized seel. Upon ap. 
peal, Metco and Canada were tentatively taken GIT 
The list of nations subject to the tariffs, presumably to 
‘give Trump more leverage in any NAFTA talks. Even so. 
These alles might start thinking about pivoting toward 
other, more reliable partners. 

More than at any time In recent memory, the US. 
capitalis class ls plagued by fierce fighting, The me- 
actions to Trumps tals reflect a shortsighted, op- 
portuniste, every-person-forthemselves mental- 
{ty among the bosses and thelr poltealstoges In 
Washington. The Republican leadership has mostly 
opposed the presidents move, as have the major pro- 
imperialist media outlets and mang think tankes 
notably the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR. They 
Understand hate trade” iS a bonanza for the capi- 
talst class as a whole, and that t maximizes the rulers” 
lt to exploit the International working elass But 
A number of Democrats in the House of Represent 
thes and Senate, particularly in the Hust Belt states 
‘carried by Trump in the 2016 election, have come out 
in support of the tarifs in an efor to pander to the 
diminished US. steel industry and Trumps "America 
Pie” base. 


‘On March 6, Goldman Sachs alumnus and chief 
economie advisor Gary Cohn qult his post alter losing 
an Internal struggle to quash the aris. A week ater 
Trump fred Secretary of Stare and former ExxonMo- 
Bi CEO Hes Tilerson: National Security Advisory HL 
MeMaster, a CFt member, may be neato ga Althee 
‘were considered reliable main wing checks on the ur 
predictable, self-interested Trump. 

With dhe LS. ruling class in turmoll, president Xt 
Jinping- now fiee of any term Umiss ~is positioned 
to lead Chinese Imperialism and ls “One Belt, One 
Road" plan for global supremacy for the foreseeable 
‘use Russian president Vladimir Putin, who has out 
maneuvered Obama and Trump In dhe war in Syria 
Just won his fourth st-yea term in otlice. Sate capi- 
tall in China and Russa, while betraying the two 
grentest workers revolutions in history, $ a more 
ficient system for rising fascism than the U.S. bosses 
Hheral “democracy” These Imperialist rivals are ber. 
ter equipped to keep helr own capitalist classes in 
Hne while subjuguting workers and discouraging re 
Delon. By using a range of terror tactic, rom ong 
prison terns to straight murder, both China and Kus- 
Sia have been abie to control he Internal clashes that 
Tave undermined the U.S: ruling class 

Tariffs escalate 
confrontation with China 

Since 1995, U.S. capitalists and thelr alles have 
managed international trade trough the Wold Trade 
Organization (WTO). Some fear that Trumps tas 
will destroy the organlzation. In reality, however, ts 
‘Capitalist competion thar threatens the WTO. 

Harping on the U.S. trade deficit in goods and ser- 
Vices, whieh totaled S365 billon In 2017. the largest in 


hine years (Wall Suet Journal, 2/8), Trump invoked 
the WTO Article 21, which states that a natin can 


Impose tate If it considers them "necessary for the 
protection of ts essential security Interests” Citing 
Fite 21 ups the nationalist ante and forces other 
oun alles and adversaries- fend for 
themseives. “Invoking Aricle |21] allows you to do 
anything you lke, and thus endangers the whole sys- 
tem kwh. i is very rarely invoked. I a 
nuclear option” (Economist, 3/8 

Since joining the WTO In 2001, China has gained 
contrat over half he international masker for steeiand 
luminum. Weeks before Trump took ofe, Barack 
Obama's administration fled a complaint with the 
WIO over China subsidizing its aluminum produe 
e15. No less important, China has heen able to coerce 
US. companies into "voluntarily" providing techn 
ogy ntligence If they want access to Chinas mar 
keta. As economist Martin Feldstein of the CFR and 
Trilateral Commission explained, "US. negodators 
wil use the threat of Imposing the tariis on Chinese 
producers as a way to persuade Chinas government 
Ta abandon the policy of voluntary” technology wans- 
fers” (Project Syndicate 3/151. 

While the capitalist powers escalate thelr ight over 
twade profs, workers in these counties will bear the 
brunt of dhe compenitlon through more expensive 
goods and higher unemployment as exports drop- 

‘Trade wars lead to shooting wars 

The breakdown of irade organizations lke the 
WIO is inevitable as imperialist als move towards 
war. A cvllane continue to be slaughtered In the 
Middle East, and the warid eves the Korean Peninsula 
as a potential Mashpoln, the breakdown of trade or 
Banizations make all-out war ali tne more likely: In the 
Current Issue of Foreign Alfa (March/April 2015), 
Adam S. Posen nates how economie fights among 
‘aplasts can explode into military conflicts: 

IWithou agred-on rules, even minar economie 

disputes have the potential to set off escalating 

fnuntarasiacks. If the nar of separation be 

‘sen economic and miltary confrontations 

Breaks down, economie tions, such as Ci 

nese the of bellctual property or restriction 

on trade with a nuclear Iran ar North Korea, 
coula num into ousrighi confier 

This would not be the first time a trade war paved 
the way to wold waz. In the run-ups to both Worid 
War and World War I, sharpening economie compe- 
tition signaled the imensification of inter Imperialist 
rivalry the US. expects to face the growing might 
f Chinese imperialism and resurgent Russian Impe- 
Talisma, they need to begin by putting a tighter leash 
on thelr own class. That spall more fascism. which 
[Sthe open, naked rule of capitalism: Itis a state that 
the bosses needs during esis when thelr sham of de 
mocracy n longer serves them. Faselam also requises 
ruthless suppression ofthe working lass 


Tariffs promote nationalism, 
workers need internationalism 
Economically af are used ta secure Industries 

and manufacturing at home. They ram nationalism 

donwn workers” throats. By velling workers in one eoun” 
tay that their enemies are the workers producing the 
same gonds ar a cheaper price In another country, the 

Posses nor only hide he ue nature of expla but 

prepare workers for war. 

US. unlon bosses work overtime to perpetuate 
this myth The AFL-CIO has applauded Trumpi tarifte 
even though they wil hurt more unionized workers 
than they help. Pushing nationalism, they wrote, "ts 
‘sat way to ensure a fair economy that protects out 
FReedoms.. rump’) steel and aluminum tarifs.. are 


ood for working people because they pualsh..cous 
Ties that use lax tade rules 10 Burt American compa. 
‘les and working people” (uswarg). This is the same 
AFL-CIO that has worked wit the U.S. ruling class to 
avenihrow governments around the warid to protect 
Super pods from cheap labor and murderous work. 
ing conditions. 

We in PLP struggle with workers to develop an In- 
ternational, communist outlook The real enemies are 
‘he bosses that profit fom our lass’ labar and lay of 
‘workers by the thousand to maximize thelr profits 
Our ability to enter the bosses’ unions and struggle 
for Internationalist, communist ideas 1s essential tor 
‘making a communist revolution: Only by building PLP 
fan we orm one ntemational party that wil turn the 
Posses wara Into communist revaiton © 


Transit workers win settlement; Must continue to fight racism 


WASHINGTON, DC, March 21—After a multi- 
year, mass siruggle against racist criminal back 
round checks at WMATA. the Washington D.C 
Metro transit system, the bosses at Metro recently 
settled class-action laws for 363 million in De 
cember This reform victory shows how necessary 
itis to organize among Black workers and develop 
a mass base. 

Though some workers will benefit ftom the 
seulement, there & more fghrback to come. The 
bosses throw reformist crumbs to ou class here 
and there stile our fightback. "Winning" some 
fetdemencs wil never Mberate workers trom this 
splat hel But the tty workers showed 
Tete a harbinger of thelr revolutionary potential 


Change in hiring 

WMATA changed its relatively liberal hiring 
pally im late 2011 to one excluding applicants 
For Metro jobs based on a rigid lst of prior misde. 
‘meanors and felonies. This policy kept many Black 
workers in the ciy, victims of the ruling clas rac- 
ist "War on Drug” ftom working in most parts of 
the tant system. Prior convictions kepr workers 
from driving a bus, being a mechanic, or work 
ingon the rail. Metro management did new back 
ground checks on newly hired workers. They aso 
Bogan applying the rules to workers who were out 
taf wotk for more than 90 days (due to Hines or in- 
Jary). As a result, several workers with decades of 
time in at Metro were fired, even though they had 
revealed thelr previous criminal record to Metro 
‘management when they were originally hired. 

Progressive Labor Party (PLP) workers at Metro 
and Pers who are members of the Metropolitan 
Washington Publie Health Association (MWPHA) 
Joined with community members, publie health 
Workers and previousy-incareerated workers t0 
fight back against the policy: From 2012-2015, we 
Jed rallies, attended board hearings and forced the 
D.C. Cty Counel to have a special hearing on this 
egregious hiring poly. We met returning workers 
Who tld thelr grim stories, connected with la 
yers, and collected over 1.000 signatures on a pet 
Ton to demand an end t the policy: 

In July 2014, the Washington Lawyers for Chil 
Rights, the NAACP Legal Defense Pund and the pri- 
‘ate law um of Arnold and Porter brought a class 
etlon sult against Metro for lts racist hiring poly. 
Tels estimated that 1.000 workers are eligible Tor 


some payment from the settlement. As a result of 
the senlement, Metro has agreed to use a more 
‘exile case-by-case review of applicants, which 
Wil give previously incarcerated workers a chance 
to pe hired. 


All struggle centered around 
Black transit workers 


Because PLP takes on antiracist struggles and 
has abase in DC's working class communities, as 
well as Metro, the Party quickly realized this was 
2 necessary fight In our public health work we 
Tearned from the community that the housing and 
employment situation Tar reaidens returning from 
prison was dire. From our comrades at Metro we 
learned ofthe new policy and quickly joined fore- 

es ina campaign that lasted over two years: The 
campaign exposed the misleaders of the transit 
Workers” unions (ATU 49 and 1764), who refiused 
to fight against the racist hiring policy. These mis- 

Tenders have feared workers going on strike against 
Metras reis actions, and continue to be scared to 
break the bosses’ laws when only such ation wil 
lead to progress. AS Mike Qull legendary leader of 


NY transit workers in the 19505 and 605 once said, 
“Ifyoute going to be a union leader, you have tobe 
ready to go ofall Not so for today tant unlon 
Selous 

The atack on transit workers continues to 
reach fever pluch. Last year, Metro General Manag 
‘er Paul Wiedefeld called for privatizing system ser. 
ies, Privatization would erase benefits for these 
Workers and weaken the unlon. But the sellout 
Unlons and fake-pralerarian Democrats have also 
Supported this racist push. 

Meanwhile, local developers and other capi- 
tall take home milions in increased value from 
Teal estate near thelr stations driven by the value 
added from access to the transit system, The boss- 
‘shave rewarded the Metro managers with bloated 
Slates running In the hundred of thousands of 
dollars (General Manager Paul Wiedefeld makes 
‘ver $40,000 per yea, while slandering regular 
Workers as overpaid. The average salary a worker 
heeds to afford a two-bedroom apartment in D.C 
1s 105,543. (Curbed, 7/14/2017) Yet the rank and 
fle workers can barely make rent: 

“The median salary at WMATA is $68,544. 

About 7,500 (mostly union-reprsented) 

‘workers eam base salaries of 330,000 10 

380,000, far from eye-popping amounts in 

‘2 region known from strong employment 

Tates and high housing cos” (WAMU, 

‘Workers here and worldwide must continue to 
fight Institutional racism against the many Black 
‘workers who have been Incarcerated and target 
{ed in the War on Drugs Programs In DIC. like the 
“hump ous” or "Stop and Fisk In New York have 
created. arrests and convictions that will keep 
workers from employment, housing and otber pro- 
‘rams, Similar background check policies limit job 
Spportunites in hospitals, school systems, retail 
End eonstruction as well as an. 

‘Sharp anti-racist struggles like this one lead to 
discussions about the need for revolution against 
capitalism and the fight for communism and have 
Drought new workers into the PLD orbit. These 
rues aiso lay the basis for a more militant un- 
fon, ling to become "strike ready” and defy the 
bosses and thelr lwes. Marching on May Day in 
New York City under communist leadership is a 
critical next step for the circle of workers preparing 
To sirike against the DC transit bosses 


Capitalist “Justice”: killer kkkops go free, 
antiracist fighters go to jail 


‘antcaGo, mareh 19—0n Monday, March 12, 
Ler joined a group of other anti-racists rallying 
in front of the county building to demand bal! for 
Tyrone Willams, a Black worker arrested for ex: 
pressing his outage at the courtroom injustice of 
fhe fasest judge inthe pretend tral of killer cop 
Jason Van Dyke. A speech by a Progressive Labor 
Party member, who had been arrested for similar 
reasons, explained the racist nature of the entire 
capias system and is courts 

From the rally we proceeded to the offices ofthe 
‘chief Conk County judge who refused to meer with 
‘us Nevertheless, fore leaving we expressed our 
demands ~ drop the charges or at least ser bond 
for Tyrone and release him A few days later Tyrone 
was indeed released on $3,000 bond but only after 
‘wee in jall 

With many other anti-racist fighters we have 
been packing the courtroom in our sustained at 
tempts to prevent Van Dykes exoneration for ill 
ing Black teenager LaQuan MeDonald in 2014 
at point blank range, with no fewer than shteen 
Dulles. Throughout the entire struggle, we PLers 
hve proclaimed our communist understanding 
thar there can be no Justice for workers under the 
apltalist system, but only though revolution fora 
System that puts workers needs ist. 

PLP has been active in the movement against 
police terror in Chicago, terror that i always dl- 
ected against the working class- primarily against 
‘lack but also against white member of our class 


Racist judge and 
courts strike again 

The U.S. court system was set up by the slave- 
owning founders 10 dispense Injustice Tor the 
Working class. But Judge Vincent Gaughan, the fas- 
‘st goon putin charge ofVan Dykes ake (with 
lis predetermined exoneration, has ruled with a 
level of viclousness beyond even dhe usual. He has 
held a number of anti-racist fighters In comempt 
of court, including the comrade who spoke at the 
aliy, who had the nerve to snap his igers in the 
courtroom last June. 

On arch, Gaughan had Norman Hall a Black 
worker, arrested for holding his hand up to ask a 
question. It was then thar Tyrone, a member of the 
police reform movement, was als arrested when, 
in his fury at Normans arrest, he simply blurted 
out, "What?" Just ke that wo more Black workers 
Were dragged deep into the bosses criminal injus- 
Tie system and held in county jali without bond. 

Through such tavestis does the capitalist 
‘class wield thelr state power over us. While the sys- 
{em lers a racist kller-cop roam fee on bond for 
‘wo and a half years, the Judge imprisons two Black. 
Workers for the “erime” of being justifabiy infuriat: 
fd Norman and Tyrone now face devastating con: 
Sequences: loss of freedom, loss of Jobs, legal fees, 
‘nes, possible probation, and the strong possibility 
fof never being able ro find work again. Meanwhile, 
‘he legal system tries to figure out how to absolve 


‘the murdering cop without incurring mass rebel- 
on as in Ferguson, Missouri: 
Workers organize fighting 
response 

We salute our fellow anti-racist fighters and 
‘those workers everywhere committed to organiz 
ing our class in the face of fascist terror: The bosses 
ability to build the fascism they need, to mobilize 
The working class as soldiers in their Inter-impe- 
‘alist rivalry, wil only be limited by the size and 
Political leadership of the mass antL-fasest inter- 
harional movement, Actions such as our packing 
‘the courtrooms will develop into bigger and bolder 
ways to sharpen the struggle and build elass con- 
elousnese Each action we take now is part of our 
march toward a worldwide mass revolution Tor 
a working-class led communist society that wil 
Sweep ali racist wash into the dustbin of history. 

‘A communist society can and will smash all 
forms of racism, because it wili have destroyed the 
toot af oppression and exploitation on whlch ac: 
ism rests: the capitalist proie system. In the revolu- 
tionary Soviet Union, communist leaders and the 
working class outlawed racism in al ts farms ~nor 
Just in written laws but in actual practice! Similarly 
‘communist society led by PLP wil create a world 
Where racist Kllers and crimes wil be crushed 
Quickiyand severely © 


Pakistan: Workers Fight Back, Bosses Tangled in Imperialist Rivalry 


Pakistan pivots towards China 


South Asia is important to the US. because ofits regional inter- 
connectivity China’ new imperialist vision fr Asla to counter the 
US. known as the "Asia-Pacific Dream: While the US. power in 
the reglon fe mainly exercised through mileay-related deals and 
pacts, China is increasing ls power primarily through economie 
Projects with regional counties like the new Aslan Infrasnuc 
Eure investment Bank, One Belt One Road, and the China- Pakistan 
Economie Corridor (CPEC) thar Iinks the port of Gwadar to the 
province of Xinjiang, China. CDEC will serve as a gateway to Cen- 
{al Aslan countries: showing Pakistan is building stronger ties with 
China. But where there 1s sof” economie power, a hard malty 
backing wil follow 

Feeling threatened, in January, president Donald Trump used 

harboring terrorism” as the reason for suspending its $1.3 billon 

ald to Pakistan- Thar same week, China announced ir plans to buld 
4 navy base near the Gwadar port, is second military base after a 
Tecentiy.bullt base in Djibout! 

Pakistan is also part of the $10 billon natural gas TAPI pipeline 
‘that stretches 1.800 kan from Turkmenistan a India. TAPI wll de- 
‘mand cooperation between the historical als: Pakistan and India. 
TAPIS, long-awaited inauguration ceremony in Afghanistan was 
Pel just last month, This reflects the US. bosses” consistent ob- 
fective to weaken Chinese and Iranian influence in the region The 
Asian Development Bank, the prime sponsor of the long-stalled 
Pipeline, is controlled by Japan, the U.S, andthe European Union 

The Institute of Strategie Studies Islamabad (ISSI) is a Pakistani 
‘Our communist line gives us an op- | think tank that studies the world's geopolitical situations and pro- 
portunity to explain the history of work- | mates rhe county's national interests- The following is from the re 
ing class struggles, uiumphs and defeats. | port Sino-U-S. Competition: Implications for South Asla and the 
leghesusstrengthtostruggeinasoclety | Asia-Pacific" (Strategie Stes 2017, Vol. 37. no. dl 
flied with mass attacks on workers The emergence of new conflicts amongsr the US and its com- 
petitors, Russa and China, could turn South Asta into an 
arena for the pursuit of geo strate goals by major powers 
Pakistan possesses an important geo-strategie locaton Iren: 
Joys god relations wich the PS (permanent UN members) 
rations and regional states including Saudi Arabia, nan 
Turkey and Qaar. 

Pakistani special relationship with China gives itan advan- 
tage in rhe Asia Pacific gion. -Pakistan should leverage the 
(CPEC and its wn geostrategie locaton. 


Working Class Attracted to Communist Ideas 


PAKISTAN—"PLP isan intemational political party has a labor wing” which 
evolutionary communist pary that is used to segregate workers and cripple 
figheig for International communist the elass struggle Tar a communist soci 
evolution" fs a statement that atacts ety 
the attention of workers They rase many 
Questions to understand communism, 
the Party and revolution. Unfortunately 
they have been misguided and dragged 
way fiom the path of revolutionary 
Siruggle by misleaders, kept away from 
unionism and working elass polities by 
the bosses and deprived of meeting their 
needs by the ruling elas. Despite of all 
‘hese acs of capitalist rulers, workers 
are curious about an international com 
‘unit revolution. 


Phony left parties and organizations 
are also working Tor the capitalist class 
They spread lies and confusion about 
communism among workers We are de 

termined to bring unity among workers 
by spreading communist ideas and re 

enait hem 0 PLP 


PLP brings revolutionary 
line 
PLP is striving to selze every oppor 

‘unity to express Hs revolutionary line. 
Weare involved in class struggle along 
side workers, farmers and stadens, We 
Are involved in organizing strikes, dem- 
‘nstatons rallies, seminars and public 
meetings with health workers, teachers 
and other professional organizations 
Our wonk gives us more courage and ex 
perience to strengthen our Aight amid a 
Pazardous social, economie and political 


Whenever Pes bring communist 
analysis of society toa meeting, strike or 
Tally workers, pensants and students ex 
pros interest in changing this capitalist 


Fight contract labor 


Bosses need to keep the working 
class alienated from real issues, Le. ex 
ploitation, poverty and despicable work- 
ing conditions to maintain thelr profit 
stom Here, the bosses have adopted a 
contract system that keeps workers un- 
er the threat of unemployment We or 

ganize workers against this vicious con 

tract system by exposing the intentions 
of boss. 


While explaining our line, we always 
find thar working class brothers and sis- 
ters are interested to leam how to organ- 
ize ourselves against bosses and thelr 
capitalist political system. They ty 10 
Understand how elections are a tool be- 
Ingused bythe bosses to keep us divided. 
Pakistan bosses always kept the work 
ers away from class struggle to avold 
dissemination of class-consciousness 
Every political party and trade unlon in 
Pakistan is strengthening the capitalist 
system one way or another. 

We are fighting with full dedication 
and enthusiasm fr International com- 
muist revolution. And we wl win.© 


Bosses’ profits continue to soar since 
they dont have to give workers any 
benefit security or Insurance, Instead, 
workers are harassed and tortured at 
thelr workplaces. The most exploited 
are women and chid laborers, who risk 
being tortured, raped, and murdered at 
work 


Pakistan has an interest tn the stably of Sino-US relarion- 

Ship for the success of he CPEC 

Pakistan is growing closer to China. As South Asa gets more 
entangled in the US-China rivalry, it is in Pakistanis nationalist 
interest to play ball wih both the US. and China for now. No coun- 
ny- Pakistan or Indla~ie thus far wiling to put ts own national 
‘economic growth in jeopardy by risking a glabal conflet between 
Mhe US. and China O 


Misleaders of workers 


The union leaders are no help. They 
ct as puppets and protect the Interests 
‘ofthe bosses by dividing The workers into 
different religious sects, nationalities, 
and ethnicities, Almost every capitalist 


‘TEL AVIV, Mareh 9— "Residents and refugees 
tefuseto be enemies!" "No to deportation, yes 10 re- 
habitation!” These were among the chants of 700 
 mukiraciai women and men workers who marched 
‘hough southern Tel-Aviv on International Worle- 
ing Women’ Day They demanded an end to the 
racist, sexist deportations of 40,000 African work 
rs seeking Lael asylum 

The marchers came from a multitude of organi- 
zations, from liberals to phony leis to the revo- 
lutionary communist Progressive Labor Party. The 
women-worker-led, multiracial character of the 
demonstration showed the Israeli government that 
the workers wo actually live In southern Tel-Aviv 
do not buy the governments lies. The workers here 
Welcome the asylum seckers as neighbors, fiends, 
And comrades, contrary to what the bosses propa- 
ganda claims 

ing the "voluntary consent to deportation means 

Sealing thelr and their families fate of certain dan- 
ger, and even death These workers escaped Eriu 


yer again (The Adland, 130) 
Fascist Israeli bosses 


A few fascists organized a counter-demonsira- 
tin, parotng the most virulent lies af anti- Black 


‘clr, They got a boost fom the government, be 
cause li now repeats similar claims, The aim of the 
Tegime and iis goons isto lock up asylum seekersin 
the Holo (oficialiy called a “Residential Facility 

butactualy a prison camp) In the Negev desert, in 
horrid conditions - which particularly harm wom: 
en and children The Israeli government pressures 
the Into what they call "voluntarily consent” to 
being deported to Rwanda and other countries like 
Ermes and Sudan 


Inter-imperialist rivalry creates 
refugee crisis 
Many African workers understand that sign- 


Because of is murderous fascist government, and 
Sudan because of the wars between U.S. and Chi- 
nese imperialist-backed proxy armies vying to pro- 
Jeet one or the other imperialist power over this 
Siraegically important reglon of Aca 

According to the Anti-Defamation League and 
the Jewish pro-migrant group HIAS, “many of 
‘those who were relocated y Israel to third coun- 
ies In Africa Indicate that they did no find du- 
Table proteetion.. Some have drowned at sea en 
toute to Europe, while others were reportedly de 
tained, tortured and extorted by human tafe 
fe" since, once deported to the countries they In 


tially escaped, migrant workers are forced to mave 


Asylum seekers, particularly women, and espe 
lal single mothers, are super -exploited by Israeli 
bosses and face dally supression. Many are undoc: 
umented, and thus the employer can pay less than 
the minimum wage wihtout any benefits. Single 
women asylum seekers must work long hours t0 
Teed their children; sometimes they can only afford 
horrid makeshift dayeare— nicknamed “children 
warehouses” —where thelr children lve in misery 
While the mothers toll for some boss's profit. 


The exploitation and oppression of migrant AF- 
tican workers goes hand in hand with imperialist 


Continued on page 6 


Fight segregation in bilingual education 


WasmENGTON, DCA passerby at 8 in the 
morning nightseea muliracial groups ofstudents 
enter a public schoo! bulding. But inside school 
Segregation dominates, as most of the Black and 
Latin children (and many low-income working 
lass whites) end up In a lower ‘tack with less 
feces to enrichment resources. I am engaged In 
a struggle around bilingual education that, in ts 
‘on way, is promoting segregation by race, class, 
and ethnicine 


Jim Crow segregation 
and its new forms 


in 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
racial segregation In schools had to end because 
“separate” was inherendy unequal This reversed 
the previous right af government to mandate ey 
Tegated facies, and has been halled as an histor- 
lestep away from institutional racism. 

‘ur capitalists requ a divided working class 
to exploit us more effectively. So school systems 
have crested new, intemal forms of segregation: 
Themost common is ubllty tacks within a school 
Wealthy parents (mally white) pet thelr kids extra 
Tutoring and enrichment that are nor available ta 
thelr working-class peers These students are then 
Placed in "advanced" leaming tracka based on spu- 
Tous vest senres und guidance counselor advice. 

Local govemmenis have alo maintained 
segregation through a policy of "neighborhood 


School which reflect the segregated housing pat- 
Terns of most communities. During the 19505 and 
Tas, as bussing was mandated to help overcome 
these racist patterns, the bosses used scare aces 
to inflame racist atitudes by white parents, further 
dividing the working class, Today, most busing 
programs have ended and schools ane increasingly 
Segregmed by race and ethnicity. Children trom 
Tot-income "families, dlspropartionately Black, 
Lain, andor Immigrant, end up with fewer 1e 
sourees in thelr schools and lower opportunities 
fortune success 


Bilingual education 
wrecked by racism 


Language skills and general learning ls best ac- 
complished in a dual immersion process whereby 
Balf the schont day ts taught in Spanish and half in 
English wih students from both language groups. 
The elementary school where I teach has astu- 

dent population that is 75 percent amigrant and 
65 percent Latin. The achool established a "partial 
immersion program aimed ar students whose fist, 
language s English. Spanish was used 10 teach 
math and science. Sudents learned these subjects 
and also acquired Spanish sls. The program was 
designed to anract mostly whit, afluent studens 
Children whose fist language 13 Spanish were ac 

‘ely denied spots in this program, Latin students 
were taught only in English -in spite of extensive 


research showing that native language eracy Im- 
proves overall academe progress 

This outright racist polley of flagrantly deny- 
ing Latin fails access to the partial Immersion: 
program was quel ended when a few anti-racist 
Teachers and parents protested this as all igs 
problem. We suggested a truly bilingual program- 
‘ual immersion- but policy makers continued 
segregation, citing budget constrains 

‘Segregation also reared its ugly head in the ad- 
vanced math program. At rst this spell program 
Was 0 percent white in a school where less than 
15 percent of the population is white, Parents and 
teachers pushed back, forcing the administration 
to enroll more Black and Latin children. This te 
‘quired a struggle because racist segregation Isso 
deeply built into the DNA of caps 

The partial inmersion program ensured segre- 
‘gation of ehiidren by language as early asthe age of 
five, Children leam eariy on that the system i de- 
signed to serve only some. This experience contra: 
lens the ldea that the system of publie schooling in 
the United States is designed to educate everyone. 
People wonder why sehnols ae falling Black and 
Latin children? Why are schools denying equal ed: 
cational opportunites to low-income children? 
Why are people stuck in poverty? The educational 
system einfores these Inequalities generated by 


Continued on page 6 


The December protests: class struggle in Iran 


This past December, a rebellion began In iran 
that exposed the myth ofa passive working ass 
lke the rebellions in Ferguson and Baltimore: Iran, 
Hke the US, Russia, China and every capitalist 
coun in the world, saclass divided society with 
exploited workers and oppressed minority popula- 
‘ons on the one hand, and exploiters who use rell 
‘on to enslave onthe other 

Buck in 2009, there was a"Green Movernent” In 
Iran with demonstrations numbering upto three 
million workers This anti-government movement 
Was manipulated by the US. and European Un- 
lon to. overthrow then-President Ahmadinejad. 
The Green Movements leadership was made up of 
politicians and local capitalists clamoring for U.S. 

Iranian leaders have blamed the December 
protesis on the US, CIA, Saudi Arabia. Israel, and 
even ISIS, While some combination of U.S, Suudi 
involvement may be true, despite Donald Tramp 
and US. bosses cheers nt the revolt. workers and 
‘dents ean funtion outside the limits of U.S. 
antl 


Economic underpinning 
of protests 

Like the 2085 uprising in Baltimore against rac: 
ist pollee terror, many battles preceded the surge of 
December 

Workers have engaged In years of strikes, labor 
actions, and protests. Nurses bus drivers, truck. 
rivers Teheran tre workers, sugat cane workers 
perrachemleal workers, bakers in Sanandaj (Kurd: 
tani, and tractor manufacturing workers In Ta- 
bri have struggled asthe economy deteriorated. 
Unions are legal, and workers are generally on 
emporary contests” rather than “secure” joba 
allowing instant dismissal. 

Since 1988, International Monetary Fund (MF) 
Jans lran required the slashing of workers ben 
etis Government subsides Tor petroleum, wate, 
lectriciy, and bread accounted for 27 percent af 
‘he GDP in 2007, but they were changed wa direct 
fash transfers, allowing the "free marker” to set, 
{sig commodity prices. In 2011, even the cash 
transfers were cur back. This part af the budget de 
lined to 3.4 percent In 2014, and curren Iranian 
President Rouhani December budget entalled 
even greater cus 

Nans, half the population is impoverished, with 
10-12 millon workers In extreme povery Overall 
workers makes 15 percent less than they did 10 
years ago. The government estimates thar $1,000 
per year la needed for a family of three to survive, 


butitser the minimum wage ata third ofthis. Youth 
unemployment is 30 pereent, and inflation Is 15 
percent per year, with prices of basies like chicken 
and eggs increasing 30-40 percent per vear Mean: 
wiles mullahs (religious leaders) get richer and 
Taunt their wealth, similar to the US. 

Arift between President Rouhani and the hant- 
Ine mullahs led to the Initial December 28 dem 
‘nstaton in Mashhad Rouhani had exposed the 
Dillons in the annual budget Intended far islamie 
institutions, including the military’ Islamic Revo- 
[tionary Guard Corps, and the proposed termi 
anion of subsidies for millons of workers (553 
Dill, 50 percent higher fuel prices privatized 
schools, and infrastrucmare cuts of $3.1 bilon. The 
‘clear deal with the U.S. and EU was expected t0 
end sanctions and improve the standard ox Uing 
but the budget did the opposite 

Hardline mullahs organlzed the rally, but the 
workers and stidents grew to tens of thousands 
in scores of cities, and attacked the ene capitalist 
tegime, chanting. "People beg while Mullahs rule 
Uke gods” and “Death tothe Dictator” Supreme 
Ayatollah Khamenei). Police killed 22 protest 
ere and arrested 2,000 (90 percent 25 years old or 
Younger). Social media was virtually shur dwn, 


The Iranian communist 
movement 


The Tudeh party, formed shorily after the Rus- 
slan Revolution af 1917, bull wade unions, By the 
fend of World War earned a sigueant base 
among workers, as in many countries, based on 
‘he Soviet Unionis defeat ofthe Nazis However the 
two-stage theory of revolution (socialism before 
communism) led to Tudeis support of a berat 
capitalist named Mohammad Mossadegh to head 
the overthrow ofthe Shah, the pupper ruler ofthe 
Bath imperialists, Mossadegh quickly turned on 
Tudeh ar the behest of US rulers. and he was in turn 
overthrown by the CIA in 1933, who reinstalled the 
Shah. Tudeh rerained working class support, but 
Within faur years, Khomeini exceuted masses of 
Pro-communist workers, using CIA lss. 

Many left and formed new communist organi- 
zations, however, and some of these workers have 
Been in contact with the Progressive Labor Party. 


Implications of the 
current uprising 


Building the revolutionary communist PLP ls 
the key task and only solution for workers fom 
Ferguson to Teheran. As with many recent ups 
ings fram the 2012 "Atab Spring” evols 10 the 


Flaunting wealth while workers starve 
and communists are murdered 

The Iranian mullahs are far from simple rell- 
sus figures, They ate esplolative capitalists and 
heir offspring flaunt thelr wealth lke Trumps 
family In one week in May 2015, there were three 
deadly road accidents involving Porsches, Ferraris 
and Maseratis driven by super-rich young iranians. 
These sons and daughters of the ayatollah Ive in 
muti milion-dollar luxury apartments and wear 
Branded clothes. An Instagram page, Rich Kids af 
Tehran shows young men posing next to private 
planes and helicopters, wearing expensive Rolex 
Watches and holding gold-plated mobile phones. 
plus young women wearing ball gowns in luxury 
mansions with private cinema screens and swim- 
ming povis 

‘The owner of the yellow Maserati kiled in one 
accident was the grandson of ayatollah Rabbani 
Shirazi, who was sent by Khomeini in the eariy 
1800s ta oversee attacks on vilages where ewig 
groups had ed from the Islamie regime's exon, HE 
sisted in the execution of communists In Kut 
‘anand Khuzestan. 

As one supporter of dhe December protests 
‘declared, "The Clerics are the most unproductive 
leeches af ou society, vet helr sons, in upper-class 
‘elghborhoods of Tehran and other big elles, own 
more Bugari's and Lamborghinis per capia than 
ouid see in the stees of Monaca Where did all 
‘hat wealth come from? 1t was all stølen rom our 
‘atonal coffers, and the youth af our country have 
risen up to stop the thlevery” 

From Iran tothe U.S, smash capitalism and ls 
decadent, ented, and murderous rulers! 


‘rebellions in Ferguson and Baltimore—the De- 
ember protests may result in lower gas ries, but 
wall bring no permanent solution 10 the workers" 
chronie misery under this religious uci state. 

The uprisings world-over show that workers 
everywhere face the same exploitation, racism, 
and segregation that impedes the class war. Lenin 
argued that communist revolution required three 
things that workers couldn ive the same od way 
bosses couldn rule the same old way; and a com- 
munisi party fghring for armed revolution with, 
deep roots In the working elass: In Iran, as 1s the 
‘ease globally the frst nwo are near fulfilment, bur 
mass PLP is sull mlsing there all the more ea 
Son to continue to organiza! 


TO nao roa NY aa 


LETTERS 


Janus case shows splits 
the ruling class 


On February 24, I joine several hota wodt 
es at Foley Square in NYC to pote the stack on 
(Cour cise which expected 1o end the election of 
so represent ther a hargsting and eons enone 
meni. This i purt af a decade long project 1o weaken 
nly 6.5 percent in tne private sector. Right wing bil 
fai and Richard Lien are paying the eal ex 
1 Weaken publie unions in det reduce wages 
beneits and job protections of members The medi 
‘rely S400 a week lee than (hat of a union fam 
1, Reducing the pay, health benefits and pensions of 
2. Reduce the influence of publie unions ib 
‘ying for mare money for education, health care and 
tonto demonstrate on the steps of the Supreme Cor 
Hundreds of unionis from AFSCME, SEIU, TWU, 
CWA, AFT and NEA chamed “The Workers Unit 
‘Will Never Be Defeased,” drowning out the small 
‘ou of college Republicans and Heritage Founda 
fon stall who chanted “Stand: With Mak" (Mark 
esas the rightwing worker whose mame is on the 
Suit) The pro- Jamus crowd was almost all white while 
Du group was ala. rs sigpilieant sinos Black 
X putike sector Johs So the Janus stack on publie wa 
Iy wat oot to ane. For months the leaders of the 
{or militant action. Many unions didn't even organize 
members w come 10 the lastminute aie, Woat 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 


about their experiences 


‘Aseton af the US. bosses want to cripple the 
labor unions: "This has been de alm for decades. The 
Koch family helped farm the Tea Party 1n 1955, Koch 
as oe oF the founders of the National Right to Work 
Ee pleaget The APSCME vyer presenting the 
it: “Union security isthe rao for no riket And 
told specter of abor unre houghont the county: 

The New York Times, and capitalists like Warren 
ute, ae wore that weakened puklice union wil 
rails socal protest and rebellion by offering false hope 
that cptaom can be reformed. Beneath this 1 the 
Tin embrace commit leaders who led many of the 


Miara wrote The Communist Maneno. AS coma 
‘eas ripit, that werkent revolution oilers us the only 


The Supreme Court 
your friend 
than the court ba atr part of e sate sppasaeut the 
Eie fled wah bogie andaold sensy polat 
Cla ara presidency oceanie by a tacit fol Weare 
SEEEN ae ofboth 


Beneath the vencer of impartiality, the Supreme 
ff he capitalis who owa al the mens of producing 
cone aloe, The fnction of the Spree Court a. 
to adadieate wnportant dopute about he et at rales 


fighting the bosses worldwide. 


conoms and government. Some of hose disputes are 
eer diferent wings or dilereni policies compet 

The history of the Supreme Court it one of pro- 
Meia the interests of the wealthy owners That was 
fa wealthy slave owners in the Dred Scott ease, when 
ite hat any of the four milion slaves brought 10 2 
es (one hat bad hl en) ocd 
Poliscal campaigns, nang tt even vamer for bilon: 


‘A ofthe eurent Supreme Court Justices are 
taunts of law senaste Harve, Yale or Cob 
Sattler at hae laed generations ec 
imaat majar LLS, copes ana leading ma 
oF The US pola ce Before belag named tt 
sos ct 6 on oles eva copes eect 
Sn entra ny to ne The ets 
i (melas Chef sie nk Rab) dp 
feud eC be a nro sos D 
Ta the ia AFSCME ca tne Cou i oe 
Cd ine Wan Py Ty wold pt see 
orp an eter amo nb woud tcp ones 
iis we he works ofthe wale wor, wo wl 
Courts of the world will othe way ofthe divine right 
of igs when worn dye soon PLP 
rahe Camo wap sn ri syer 


Anti-deportation Protests 


Continued from page 4  fishiback 


aly. As one of U.S. imperlalismis 


Bilingual Segregation 


Continued from page 5 wanted. 

For these reasons the resident However, capitalist reforms 
and migrant unity of southern Tel | capa, come with a biter pil The par 
Aviv 1s all the more powerful, In- maanen departments talk tl immersion program that Bad 


most important pillars of conul 
Inthe Middle East, and a regional 
imperialist in is own righi, Israels 
growing regional vary with Iran 
Bas spurred fascism ro climb to new 
heights. This week, the Israeli pros- 
cutors offered a plea deal ro racists 
oho lynched and murdered Abrum 
Zarhum, an African asylum seeker, 
in 2016. They will oniy some short 
taher than pay Tor the crimes 
Zashum happened vo be around the 
Beersheba Cental bus station when 
a terrorist anaek totally unrelated 
to him occured. Faselst forces sus- 
pected him to be the terrorist, and 
Shot and Injured him. While he was 
bleeding on the ground, a Iyah 
mob of Israelis came and bear him 
to death, included off-duty cops 
These lynch mob fascists wil now 
walk Tree. 


Israeli and migrant 
worker unity resist 
fascism 


The workers of south Tel-Aviv 
shows us a glimpse of resistance 
This international Working Womens 
Day showed that its women work. 
ers taking the lead ofthis at fasest 


Spring, and vital for all workers 1o 
Sow about and support. As dark 
as the fascist night in Israel, and 
2s the threats of wider regional and 
World wars grow, the working-class 
fightback here show the potential of 
PLP% communist ideas of interna- 
tonalism, women lendership, mul- 
tiracial unity and milane antiraeist 
fightback taking root 

‘One of the women speakers at 
the demonstration connected. the 
‘ving displacement of 
Workers with the rowing movement 
OF Israeli citizens and rabbis who 
commi to hiding refugees In their 

The deportation of asylum 

seekers is just ome step before they 
deport us, lamg-term residents of 
Southern Tel Aviv in favor of the 1y- 
toons” eapltaliss 


Capitalism breeds racism and 

Along 
these are the legs upon which this 
rotten prot system walks PLP Tights 
alongside the smuggle In southern 
Tel-Aviv and wil Continue to fight 
back while asing our ideas of and 
revolution. Join PLP and expel the 


bial mouths They 


makers mandate 
Policies, 


a bitter 


Israet 


This is the grear way 
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‘sch imperialism 


out of both sides of their prover 


demand that teachers “close the 
achievement gap” and demonstrate 
altura competency” yet policy 


Reform comes with 


This country is now starting a 
duabimmersion program, 

50 percent primary-English speak 
ers and 50 percent primary-Spanish 
Speakers wil be placed in the same 
‘lasses and receive half af their i- 
struction In one language and the 
other half in the second language, 


come bi-iierate and academically 


ome sa win-win situation 
forall kids. n theory, the Latin kids 
Wili get access to leracy develop- 
ment In thelr first language and 
amti-racists should be exited! We're 
genting the bilingual program we 


anmracted affluent families w our 
School is belng moved to a move 
alluent neighborhood where they 
tl get the whole day In Spanish 
Thus segregation prevails and re 
source disparities benveen schools 
‘wl grow. The possibly that our 
School will become integrated by 
Tace, ethnet, and immigrant st 
‘us wll once again be remore. 
Revolutionary 
change required 
Communists in the schools 
must ght al forms of segregation 
because it weakens all working 
‘class students and famllies 1n the 
lass struggle. Teachers must con- 
Stanly resist all the forces working 
to segregate and re-segregate our 
Schools We must build amici 
base with parents and grow these 
banes into a mass movement for 
Improved education and ultimately 
anew system of communism Then 
the posablies for the blossoming 
otour chidren wil bende, © 


Iypoetiteally 


‘dive 


pil 


Tor Kido be 


implemented 


Fascism U.S. style: radiation experiments on workers and youth 


A DANGER 


CAPITALISM 


Hider would have been proud of how US. rul 
ers conducted a series of human radiation experi, 
ments on thousands of U.S, citizens during and 
after World War I. Author Eilsen Welsomes book 
The Plutonium Files takes ls name from one ex 
periment involving the injection of plutonium on 
T8 patients from 1945 to 1947. Almost all were gi 
en 5 micrograms (two wth 94 micrograms) when 
the “tolerance dose” of plutonium was listed as 1 
microgram. (All quotes are from Welsome' bonk.) 

The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) super- 
vised a "vast nework of national laboratories, unk 
versities and hospirats thar would investigate every 
Imaginable efect of radiation” The government 
succeeded in keeping hs rolesecret from te public 
‘sell as from the patiems themselves Hundreds 
of scents and technicians who developed the 
tomic bomb were exposed to radioactive sub- 
Stances: some like plutontum were new and had 
Unknown heal effects Aner the US. dropped 
‘tome bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki In Au- 
gust 1945, murdering a quarter of a millon civil- 
Īans, US officals went to Japan to observe the ef- 
fectson survivors 

In 1947 at the Nuremberg tals of Nazi war 
criminals, the prosecutors advanced the code that 
conducting such experiments without Informing 


the subjects of thelr nature 

and hazards constituted a 

war crime. Yet "Thousands 

‘of human radiation experi. 

ments, many..without ther: 

peut benefit, were funded 
by the AEC” during 30 years 
of the Cold Wat This ln 
cluded a proposal in 1949 ta 
expose prisoners serving Nfe 
unics of radiation to help 

‘determine how much radiar 

ton an alr crew could toler. 

ste while piloting an aircraft 

Propelled by nuclear ener. 

Experiments continued for 

+ Bight hundred and 

‘enti pregnant wom- 

en at the Vanderbilt Universi- 

1y Hospital Prenatal line were given radioa- 
tive ron “cockiails” and tol tey "contained 
Something nutritious that would benefit thelr 
babies” 

+ From 1946 to 1973, 74 boys at the Ferndale 
Siate School In Waltham, Mars, were given 
‘mounts of radioactive on or calcium in thelr 
oatmeal by MIT scientists with the AEC' sup- 
port 

+ Berween 2000 to 3,000 enlisted men partiel- 
pated in experiments during the US. above. 
found nuchear testing program In Nevada. 
Soldiers were moved as close as two miles 
from ground zero, a few within a mile 

‘+ rom 1985 10 1971, over 100 prisoners in Or- 
egon and Washington states "volunteered" o 
ave thelr testicles exposed to as much as 600 
rads af radiarion: 

+ “Operation Sunshine” sought to discover the 
hazards from fallout by collecting and analyz 
ing "the body parts of more than 15,00 hu- 
mans” often without permission fom next of 
kin: 

+ Between 1960 and 1973, the Defense Atomie 
Support Agency contracted with the Cincin- 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


nati General Hospital to expose over 90 cancer 
Patents to total body irradiation. 


Target Black and Poor White 
Women and Youth 


Inthe Cincinnati study. the majority of patients 
were Black, at Vanderbilt poor white women and 
at Femdale and Oregon working-class youth and 
Prisoners. Some studies like the total body ira- 
‘lation experiments caused intense suffering and 
premature deaths in some patients 

The AEC was primarily concerned that reveal- 
Ing the experiments might adversely affect domes 
tie publie opinion, President Eisenhower advised 
the! AEC “to keep the pubiic confused about dit- 
Terent types of radiation hazards.” (Paul Boyer, The 
Bombs Earl Lighe) A primary reason soldiers were 
sent inio Nevada's nuclear test zone was to show 
thelr parents back home there was nothing to fear 
from radioactive fallout. According to the chalr of 
the Pentagonis Medical Policy Council, the soldiers 
themselves were terrified of entering the area that 
had been subject to nuclear radiation. The exercise 
sought to "dispel a fear that Is--entirely ground: 
Tess” and thus mobilize the soldiers to march into 
nuclear strike zone to fight a bate against an 
equally radiated enemy" (Moreno, "Undue Risks 
Secret State Experiments on Humans, p. 164) 

People outside the test zones got “equal treat- 
ment": “Even though scientists were aware that 
Talout fom the tests could pose serious hazards 
1o nearby communes they chose nor to evacuate 
residents because they apparendy feared such a 
‘move would ham publie relations and jeopardize 
the test she.” A House Committee released a report 
on 5t human radiation experiments involving 700 
people showing that they were conducted without 
fiflormed consent and had been covered up for 
decades. 

The fact that the U.S. ruling-class has conduct 
ed there barbarous facile experiments should 
Teave no doubt that it wil be ready to Kil millons 
in nuclear war in order to preserve its prot sys 
tem. Al the more reason for a communist led ir 
ternational working class to organize a revolution 
to wipe out capitalism forever O 


asen are ceps fom manaveam 
PEPENE ENERE 
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‘Trump's education secretary promotes 
virulent racism 

NYT (op-ed, Michelle Goldberg), 2/13 — CHS 
0 Minutes" broadeast an interview... Betsy 
Devos, -Trump's education secretary and one of 
the richest members of his very rich cabinet. 
Des struggled to answer very basic questions. 
Why schools in Michigan, her home state, have 
largely gorten worse since the widespread into 
duction ofthe school cholee policies she lobbied 
for... DeVos is oblivious about "race... refused 10 
ever admit tha... plays 2 role in discipline. 

Evidence...says minority students are more 
key than white students in similar situations 10 
be written up and disciplined. 

White kids are punished for classroom dis- 
ruption by a trip to the principal's office, wile for 
black kids they call in the cops. DeVos refused 10 
say sucha dscrepaney ls wrong. 

Black publie school students are suspended 
at 3 times the rate of white students. (in one 
elementary school. black gi was suspended for 
poking a student with a penel. When a white gin 
the same grade threw a rock that hit another child 
În the head and broke the teachers sunglasses, she 
was made to help the teacher clean the classroom 
during lunch. 


China's ‘communist’ billionaire 


lawmakers ‘Great Leap Forward 
NYT 3/3 — -Chinese lawmakers have plenty 


‘of money — $650 billion of it — and thats grow: 
ing 

The net worth of the 153 members of China's 
Parliament and its advisory body..amounts t0 
S550 billion, up by nearly a third from a year ago. 

The wealth of the nationis lawmakers has 
‘epi Soaring In 2017, It topped $500 lion more 
tian doubling rom the year before. 

‘China added 210 billionaires over the past 
year about four a week — 40 percent more than 
the United Siates:.-The (Communist Party, 
which was founded ta work for the Interests of 
Workers and stamp out capitalism. welcomed bust 
‘esspeople into the party more than a decade ago. 


Ivanka Trump's shoe workers 


slave away at $30 a month 

(NYT, 2/11) — -Producers of Ivanka Trumps 
shoes recently relocated,.chasing a more des- 
perate work force “conten to work for a pittance 
(oughly S50 a month rather than paying the rising 
wages of thelr predecessors 

[Meanwhile] when wages rise because of 
labor unrest, the Chinese government Is happy to 
help Apple and others by handing out tax breaks 
and transportation projects to spur new, lower- 
paying factories in Chinas hinterlands No such 
help $ on tap Tor a worker. living in places like 
Fint, Michigan, which eani even guarantee the 
water is safe 


National Geographic spread 


extraordinary racism 

NYT, 5/14 — "Through most of ls history, Na- 
tional Geographie.reproduced a racial hierarchy 
with brown and black people at the bottom, and 
White peoplearthe top” 


‘Black people were presented as static, primi 


the and non-technological, often unclothed or 
presented as savages- That Image. shaped how 
‘he magazine's readers — largely white and middle 
lass perceived black people. 

‘Blatant examples of racism included) a 1916 
story about Australia that included the photo cap- 
tion: "South Australian Blacktellows: These savages 
Tank lowest in intelligence af all human beings. 

The magazine was far from alone in racist cov- 
erage. butt was considered a leader in photogra- 
phy 


U.S. workers’ poverty among 


world's deepest 
NYT (op-ed, Angus Deaton), 1/25 —There are 
5.3 milion Americans who are absolutely poor by 
Sobal stndards.t is more than in Nepal 23 
Ilion. is precisely the cost and dificlty 
Of housing that makes for so much misery for so 
many Americans, andit ls precisely these costs that 
are missed inthe Work Banks global coun, 
‘Essentials of health are more likely to be ack 
ing Tor poorer Americans and there are places — 
the Mississippi Delia and much of Appalachia — 
Where Ife expectancy i lower than in Bangladesh 
andViemam. 


Many Americans, especially whites with no 
more than a high school education, have seen 
Worsening healti.--. For thls group Ie expectancy 
is aling; mortality rates from drugs, alcohol and 
suicide are rising... There are millions of Americans 
Whose suffering, though material povery and 
poor heath is as bad or worse than that of poor 
Peoplein Aiea or n Asa 

‘t is time 1o stop thinking that only non- 
Americans are truly poor--especially when they 
are as destitute as te worlds poorest people 
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BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION CENTENNIAL SERIES 


COMMUNISM MEANS EQUALITY FOR 
WOMEN AND MEN 


This celebrarory column in honor of the 1001h 
anniversary ofthe Bolshevik Revolution and he 
ttarld communist mavement of the 20h centy 
We mainly examine is trump We welcome your 
commenttandcntans,andencourage al readers 
to discuss this period of history with ther fends, 
lasses, co-warkers, family and comrades 

One hundred years ago The Messenger, a Black 
US. socialist monthly, editorialized: 

Sovler government proceeds apace. It bids 

Jair to sweep over the whole world! The 

Sooner the bere On th the dance! 

U.S, Socialist labor leder Eugene V. Debs de- 
date 

The common people of Russia came into 

power the peasants the ales, he soldiers, 

lin they proceeded as best they could to es- 
tablish a government of the people. Ir may 

e thar the much-despised Bolsheviks may 

fal at last. but et me say to you thar they 

haveworitsen chapter glorious history. tt 
til stand sa thelr eternal credi: 

These words are more Important today than 
ever, We hear everywhere that "communism i 
ead," and ts true that the Soviet Union and its 
lies in Eastern Europe abandoned the goal of 
communism and are openly capitalist marker 

Soviet revolutionaries and the communist 
movement more broadly made mistakes that ed o 
the restoration of capialism. Workers everywhere 
must learn from these mistakes--as well as from 
the many victories of the Bolshevik revolution 
and the wold communist movement in order to 
Tave forward. In the fue we must buld a filly 
egalitarian sociery- I is necessary to reorganize so” 
lety along the communist principle "om each 
according 1o abiiy, to each according to need. 
The PLP has come to realize that nationalism, rac- 
Ism, sexism, and acceptance af inequality of any 
Sort are fatal to the working class movement. "On 
Wih the dance 


Communist revolutionaries 
fight sexism 

‘You ean leum alt about a society by looking 
atthe position af its Women. VL Lenin, Alexandra 
Kolonial, Nadezhda Krupskaya, Elena Susot, 
and many; many other Soviet leaders had lang ec 
ognized that the active participation of women, 
‘expecially working-class women was absolutely 
necessary to the succes of thelr movement 

Lenin wrote 

Unless women are brought to rake an Inde- 

pendent pari not only in political ife gener- 

alty bur also Im datiy and universal publie 

Service, it ls no use talking about full and 

stable democracy Iet alone socialism. 

Katona wrote 

Without the parsipaton of women the 

October Hevolution could nor have bought 

the Red Flag to victory. 

The Bolsheviks recognized that to win over 
large numbers of women they would have to do 
two things: (a) eat them palitieally In the prin- 
‘ples and practieal work of communist revolu 
tion: and (21 ight Tar reform demands that would 
amack the profoundly and viciously sexist social 
System chat ground dawn women workers es- 
pecialiy among the Aslan minorities) even more 
Hash chan thelr brothers. 

They did both. The Bolshevik Party program 
of 1902 already demanded "full equally for all 
Citizens, irespective of sex. religion, ar ace” And 
When the government af workers, peasants, and 
Soldiers took power in November, 1917, i qulekly 
taved to make this areal 


Antisexist accomplishments 


Among the accomplishments of the first few 
years of the Russian Revolution were: 
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* A large-scale system of crèches (nurseries) 
and “chldrens palaces” was begun to provide for 
"social upbringing" for the children and to free 
‘women to participate fully in political and factory 
work 

* Guaranteed maternity leave and special safe- 
guards of working conditions 

* Divorce easily available on demand of either 
spouse, freeing women from the tyranny of abu: 
Sive husbands and fathers; 

+ In January, 2918, in response to demands af 
women workers and pensants, Iying-in hospitals 
{Special hospitals far childbirth] were reorganized 
to guarantee the best avallahle care Tor ll women. 
egardess of ability to pay, "thereby ending,” as 
Kollontal put i, "the Inequality between poor and 
Prosperous expectant and nursing mothers 

* Improved midwifery training and new regula- 
tions were implemented to protect women “against 
a vlew whieh saw them as 'snerifices to scienee on 
whom unskilled midwives and young medical stur- 
dens gained practice"; 

+ Abortion was legalized: 

* A mass campaign was organized In 1918 10 
draw women workers imo polis, Three hun- 
red delegates were expected at the fist congress 
‘of women workers, held in November 1918--but 
1.147 came! They formulated a plan to tur "wom 
en workers and peasants Ino conscious and active 
Communists” ona targe scale; 

* Women were selve with the Red Arny: of 
ten serving at the front, The women workers of 
Petrograd later renamed Leningrad) served by the 
thousands in machinegun companies, in medical 
and communications units, and In constructing 


tortitearions 

Soviet women continued t advance through: 
‘our the 19208 and 1930 Increasing numbers of 
‘women became scientists, engineers, skled wark- 
ts and political leaders, One of the most specta 
Ula accomplishments of workers power was the 
freeing of Cental Aslan women fom the sufocat 
ing veils dat had for centuries symbolized their 
virtual enslavement. 


Need working women 
in leadership 


But serious mistakes were made wo. For one, 
the communist movement consistently under 
fstimated the Importance of a sharp ideological 
struggle for equally: In this case dhe Nght against 
Sexism within the ranks of the working elass. This 
Was a mistake, As late as 1921, nly 10 percent of 
the Party members were women, and women or- 
cupled oniy a tiny minority of leadership postions 
throughout the socialist period. 

And while the Soviet woman was Increasingly 
visible in publie Ie, her "natural obligation” was 
Sul said in 1946 a be "that of bringing up her chil 
tion and mistress of her home” 

Sill, the Bolshevik Revolution of November, 
1917, was, as Debs put in, "a chapter of glorious his- 
tory" tar women as well as for male workers. "To 
have failed to see the hope in the Ruslan Revolu- 
nion,” wrote The San Francisco Bulletin war corre- 
Sspondent Besle Beaty a century ago, "Isto be asa 
Dind man looking ara sun ise” 

Her words ane still rue today; The sky may be 
cloudy; but the struggle for communism contin 
es And the workingelass wl win 
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